Permanent Guardianship VS Adoption
 (
ADOPTION
) (
Child
(
ren
)
 will be eligible for Medicaid until age 18. Caregiver(s) must follow ESS/ACCESS renewal process to maintain benefits for the child(
ren
)
Relative Caregiver(s) will
 receive relative caregiver fund
s
 ($249 per child) on a monthly basis until the child’s 18
th
 birthday
Must comply with 
Department of Revenue 
regulations
Child care is available at a low cost
For T
uition
 Fee Wavier 
specifics 
see back page
 
Parents lose physical custody of the child, but maintain their parental rights. Parents can petition the court
 
to regain custody of the child. Note 
the request may be granted
Caregiver(s) may need court intervention in order to make major decisions about the child.
The child’s full name and social se
curity number cannot be changed
Any cha
nge in placement or legal guardian
 requires court approval
) (
Child
(
ren
)
 will be 
eligible
 for Medicaid
 until age 18. Renewal is automatic; caregiver(s) receives paperwork in the mail for continuance of benefits
Caregiver(s) will receive adoption subsidy benefits, which will equal or exceed $343 per child on a monthly basis until the child’s 18
th
 birthday
Child care benefits stop
College tuition wavier for a 4 year degree from a state university in Florida 
All parental rights are terminated 
Caregiver(s) will gain all parental rights and will be able to make any major decisions on behalf of the child without court intervention
It will be as though you gave birth to the child
 and a new birth certificate will be issued
The child’s full name and social security number may be changed
Caregiver(s) may appoint another legal guardian in case of unexpected circumstances (i.e. illness or death) without court intervention
) (
PERMANENT GUARDIANSHIP
)
